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July 22, 2010

The Honorable George Miller

2205 Rayburn House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Miller,

We write on behalf of our 20 million members across the United States to express our support
for H.R. 4416, the Great Ape Conservation Reauthorization Amendments Act. We thank you for
championing this important legislation and deeply appreciate your commitment to conservation
of great apes globally. In advance of the House Natural Resources Committee mark up of this
bill on July 22, 2010, we write to endorse your amendment in the nature of a substitute
accommodating recommendations by the Coalition to strengthen the Great Ape Conservation
Fund at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Most great ape species have declined in the past few decades. Declines have been attributable to
poaching for bushmeat, capture for the pet trade, loss of forest habitat to logging and agriculture,
human-ape conflicts over crops, and outbreaks of deadly diseases such as Ebola and HIV.
Conservationists, trade policy and enforcement experts around the world agree that more
resources are desperately needed to slow the exploitation of forest habitats, combat the illegal
trade in wildlife, prevent disease transmission to humans, and promote greater socio-economic
stability in local communities. When enacted, H.R. 4416 has the potential to generate almost
three times as much in matching contributions from other national governments, corporations
and private organizations. This additional support will help to protect these charismatic species
from poachers, preserve their habitat and help ensure their survival in the wild.

Thank you for your leadership and support in conserving the world’s imperiled great apes for
future generations. We look forward to working with you to ensure H.R. 4416 becomes law in
the 111™ Congress.

Sincerely,



Ginette Hemley

Senior Vice President
Conservation Sirategy and Science
World Wildlife Fund
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Patrick Bergin
President and CEO
African Wildlife Foundation
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Clare Richardson
President, CEO
Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International
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David Godfrey
Executive Director
Sea Turtle Conservancy
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Vance G. Martin
President
The WILD Foundation

Michael Zwirn

Director of U.S. Operations
Wildlife Alliance
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John F. Calvelli
Executive Vice President, Public Affairs
Wildlife Conservation Society
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Olivier Langrand
Executive Vice President
Conservation International

Robert Bendick

Director of Government Relations
The Nature Conservancy
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Sally Jewell Coxe
President
Bonobo Conservation Initiative
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Katie Frohardt
Executive Director US
Fauna & Flora International
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Mary Beth Beetham
Director of Legislative Affairs
Defenders of Wildlife
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Jim Maddy
President and CEO
Assoc. of Zoos and Aquariums
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Maureen P. Smith
President
Jane Goodall Institute
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John Lukas
President
International Rhino Foundation
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Deborah Olson
Executive Director
International Elephant Foundation

John W. Grandy, Ph.D
Senior Vice President, Wildlife Programs
The Humane Society of the U.S.
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Laurie Marker, PhD
Founder and Executive Director



Anders G.J. Rhodin, M.D.

Director
Chelonian Research Foundation
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Mark Lutschaunig, VMD MBA
Director, Governmental Relations Division
American Veterinary Medical Association
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Adam Roberts
Senior Vice President
Born Free USA
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Dr. Teresa M. Telecky
Director, International Policy
Humane Society International



